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Education


Doctor of Philosophy in Medieval Studies, University of Connecticut, expected May 2018.

Master of Arts in History, University of Massachusetts, Boston, 2008.


M.A. Thesis: The Otherworld in Medieval Irish and Welsh Arthurian Literature: A 


Comparative Mythology. Co-directors: Dr. Malcolm Smuts and Dr. Aidan Breen


Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Public Relations, University of Alabama, 2000.

Cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
 Dissertation
Governing Death in Medieval Dublin: The Emergence of an Oral-Textual Mentality, 1257-1485

Co-Directors: Dr. Sherri Olson and Dr. Brendan Kane
Committee: Dr. Frederick Biggs, Dr. Fiona Somerset, Dr. Susan Einbinder
Publications



Review of Learning to Die in London, 1380-1540, by Amy Appleford (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015). Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures 41, no. 2 (2015): 238-244.
“Precis of the 2012 Barry Prize Winner: ‘Landscape and Lamentation.’” Eolas: The Journal of the American Society of Irish Medieval Studies 6 (2013): 115-117.
“Landscape and Lamentation: Constructing Commemorated Space in Three Middle Irish Texts.” Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy Section C: Archaeology, Celtic Studies, History, Linguistics and Literature 112 (September 2012): 189-217.  
Awards & Fellowships



University of Connecticut Humanities Institute Graduate Dissertation Fellowship. 2015-16.
Fred A. Cazel, Jr. Fellowship in Medieval Studies, Medieval Studies Program, University of Connecticut. 2011 & 2015.
Schallek Award, Medieval Academy of America and Richard III Society, American Branch. 2014.
Terence Barry Prize for Best Graduate Paper in Irish Medieval Studies for “Landscape and Lamentation: Conceptualizing Sacred Burial Space in Three Medieval Irish Texts.” American Society of Irish Medieval Studies. 2012.
Honorable Mention, AETNA Graduate Critical Essay Prize for “’Eald is þes eorðsele:’  The Ancestral Landscape of The Wife’s Lament.” Department of English and the Connecticut Writing Project, University of Connecticut. 2011.

Alison Goddard Elliott Award for Best Paper for “Lamentation and Landscape: Conceptualizing Sacred Burial Space in Three Medieval Irish Texts.” 28th New England Medieval Studies Consortium Graduate Student Conference. 2011.

The History Program Book Award for Excellence, Department of History, University of Massachusetts, Boston. 2008.
Timothy McCarthy Graduate Scholarship, Department of History, University of Massachusetts, Boston. 2007.
Teaching Experience
College of the Holy Cross
ENGL 110: Introduction to Academic Writing (1 section). Fall 2017.

In this course students examined the scholarly debates surrounding the authorship of Shakespeare’s plays, which provided context for writing persuasive academic essays. 

University of Connecticut
Note: I was the sole instructor of record for each of the following courses and designed all course content.
ENGL 3111W: Medieval English Literature (1 section). Spring 2015.


This course focused on the historical, cultural, political, and social contexts that shaped medieval English literature from the 7th to the 15th centuries. Students engaged in close reading and analysis of contemporary historical documents, aspects of material culture and religious art, and Celtic and Continental European source texts and analogues. 

ENGL 1010: Seminar in Academic Writing (2 sections). Fall 2010, Spring 2011.
An academic writing course emphasizing drafting and revision, peer review, scholarly research, and building persuasive arguments. Course texts explored the nature of time from a number of different perspectives: theoretical physics (Brian Greene), philosophy (David Hume, Jorge Luis Borges), neuropsychology (Oliver Sacks), poetry (T.S. Eliot), and popular culture (film, television, podcasts). 

ENGL 1011: Writing Through Literature (4 sections). Fall 2009, Spring 2010, Spring 2012, Fall 2014.
A first-year writing course similar in structure to ENGL 1010, but using literary texts to compose argument-driven essays. Writing projects and class activities focused on historical research methodology and “literary archaeology,” which treated literary texts as historical artifacts. The central project for one section required analysis of historical documents that aided in understanding and contextualizing the Victorian setting of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Other sections examined cultural transmission of fairy tales, dystopian literature, and medieval sources for modern story archetypes.  

ENGL 1010: Seminar in Academic Writing for the Nursing Learning Community (1 section). Fall 2011.
A first-year writing course designed for nursing majors. This course centered on historical perspectives to teaching writing to nurses, incorporating comparative studies of medieval death cultures, Louisa May Alcott’s experiences as a Civil War nurse, and modern intensive and critical care narratives from popular nurse-writers Theresa Brown and Tilda Shalof. This approach allowed students to explore continuities in nursing practices over time and to broaden their familiarity with medical history. 

Additional Teaching Experience
Writing Tutor, Student Support Services, Center for Academic Programs (CAP) at the University of Connecticut. Summer 2011. Provided individualized writing instruction to students enrolled in CAP’s summer composition courses for incoming minority, first-generation, and low-income first-year students.
Participated in graduate-level pedagogy course, “Theory and Teaching of Writing,” Department of English, University of Connecticut. Fall 2009. This course emphasized critical reflection of our own day-to-day teaching practices, theoretical approaches to teaching composition, and collaborative development of productive classroom strategies.

Presentations


“Orality, literacy, and customary law in England's medieval colonies." Seafaring: an early medieval conference on the islands of the North Atlantic, University of Denver, November 3-5, 2016.

 “Arthur, Avalon, and the Myth of the Returning King.” 12th Annual Conference of the International Association for the Study of Environment, Space, and Place, Southern Connecticut State University, April 29-May 1, 2016.
“Dying in Medieval Dublin: Orality, Literacy, and Testamentary Custom.” University of Connecticut Humanities Institute Fellows’ Brown Bag Lunch series, April 5, 2016.
“Lamentation and Landscape: Conceptualizing Sacred Burial Space in Three Medieval Irish Texts.” Presented at the 25th Irish Conference of Medievalists, National University of Ireland, Galway, June 24-26, 2011. 

Early draft of “Lamentation and Landscape” presented at the 28th New England Medieval Studies Consortium Graduate Student Conference, Brown University, March 5, 2011.
“Paradox and Paganism in Echtrae Chonnlai.” Presented at 45th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 15th 2010.
“Lamentation and Social Status in the Irish Penitentials.” Presented at 27th New England Medieval Studies Consortium Graduate Student Conference, University of Connecticut, April 10th 2010.
Editorial & Administrative Experience

Curatorial Intern, Worcester Art Museum. May 2016-present. Assisted with the re-installation of the Museum’s medieval gallery. Composed interpretive and educational materials, collaborated on conservation projects, created contextual map display of the medieval world, and coordinated interactive iPad content.
Editorial Assistant, Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures. Penn State University Press. 2012-14. Made initial publication decisions regarding new submissions (whether to immediately decline or forward to editors and reviewers for further consideration) and communicated decisions to authors. Served as primary correspondent for peer reviewers. Recommended edits to authors in the early revision stages and to editors in the final proof stages. Managed author contracts. Returned as Guest Managing Editor for Volume 43, No. 1, January 2017.
Librarian, Charles A. Owen, Jr. Medieval Studies Library. University of Connecticut 2012-14. Catalogued new acquisitions and donations, implemented and managed new check-out processes, and maintained library shelf space. Served as project manager for software developer regarding creation of an online program for automated updating of the library’s catalogue.
Panel Co-organizer, 47th Annual Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI. May 12th 2012.“Medieval Cultures of Death: Historical, Literary, and Material Perspectives I: The Christian Experience” and “Medieval Cultures of Death: Historical, Literary, and Material Perspectives II: Beyond the Christian Experience.”
Research Assistantships



Note: all assistantships were held in the Department of History, University of Massachusetts, Boston. 
Provided supporting research and preliminary bibliography for Professor Robert J. Sauer’s biography of Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia. Spring 2005.
Developed preliminary bibliography for Professor Woodruff D. Smith’s history of civic education reform in higher education institutions in the United States, published as Public Universities and the Public Sphere by Palgrave-Macmillan in 2010. Fall 2004.
Conducted independent research on oral history sources from the Shoah Foundation archive in support of Professor Spencer Di Scala’s study of Italian rescuers of Holocaust victims. Spring 2004.
Academic Service



Ph.D. Representative, Graduate Advisory Committee, Medieval Studies Program. 2011-2014.
Member, Aetna Graduate Student Teaching Award Committee. Spring 2010.
Research Interests



medieval and early modern Ireland and Britain; lamentation, funeral and burial ritual; environmental history, cultural geography and landscape studies; criminal justice and capital punishment; literacy and social memory
Professional Affiliations



American Historical Association
American Society of Irish Medieval Studies
Celtic Studies Association of North America
International Association for the Study of Environment, Space and Place

Medieval Academy of America
Linguistic and Paleographical Experience



Proficient in Latin and German

Working knowledge of modern Irish and Italian

Some experience with Old Irish

Paleography experience: transcribed and translated late medieval Latin legal records housed in the Dublin City Archives
 References



Brendan Kane, Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Connecticut 
and Associate Director, UConn Humanities Institute 
(Dissertation Co-Director)
Address: Philip E. Austin Building, 215 Glenbrook Road, Unit 4234, Storrs, CT 06269.
Email address: brendan.kane@uconn.edu
Office phone: (860) 486-9058
Sherri Olson, Professor, Department of History, University of Connecticut (Dissertation Co-Director)
Address: Walter Childs Wood Hall, 241 Glenbrook Road, Unit 4103, Storrs, CT 06269-4103
Email address: sherri.olson@uconn.edu
Office phone: (860) 486-3552

Frederick Biggs, Professor, Department of English, University of Connecticut 
(Associate Advisor)
Address: Philip E. Austin Building, 215 Glenbrook Road, Unit 4025, Storrs, CT 06269-4025
Email address: frederick.biggs@uconn.edu
Office phone: 860-486-2380
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